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administration could not be combined. A Bliocjika and an Amahja
could be one and the same person.1 But this was not always the
rule, and it is possible that such a practice" might have been made
for administrative convenience, for we hear of more than one DTtlnka
at one time,2

The bestowal of office was usually though not invariably,
hereditary. Prthvlsena, once a Kumaranwli/a and the son of
Sikharasvaniin, who was the KumGrfimdttja of Candra Gupta II, later
on became a M(tMbaladkikrta.?> Such a practice shows that there
must have existed some prospects of promotion in the administrative
system of the Guptas, although the usage of hereditary employment
could not have always been conducive to administrative efficiency,
It may be noticed here that Sikharasvamin was not the son of an
official or, for the matter of that, was Sana's father an officer at the
court of Harsavardhana

These officers, no doubt, held important administrative posts, The
Khoh copper plate grant of Maharaja Samksobha states that Maharaja
Hastin was entrusted with the administration of the eighteen forest
kingdoms,4 which had been previously conquered by Samudra Gupta5
and had thus been incorporated into the Gupta Empire. The
emperor, no wonder in such circumstances, contracted matrimonial
relations with his nobles and feudatories who were endowed with
considerable power, sovereignty and wealth.

VIII.    Local Administration
1.   Early Village Officers

Like the province and the town, the village too was an administr-
ative unit in the G-upta empire; The village appears to have ^ had an
administrative system of its own.1'] Kalidasa, for example, refers to
the Mcihattaras thus : maJiottaro tumam piavasako danwi me samwtto
MaMtarastvam priyavayasya idanzmme samvratiah* From this allusion
the importance of the Mahattaras can be gauged, A record of

1  Fleet, Q$* cit.t (27), p, 124.

2  ^ (SO), p, 134

4 Fleet, #.cfc (25), p, 116,
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